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"The following information dates up through _1953: 25X4C

"In Pol~nd, =~lmost everybody .works nowadays. Young girls, up to the age of 17-18
attend high school (Gymnasium), but some even begin working at the_age of _16-17.
They might go into an office or work as a salesgirl, a Bufetows, [parmaigf waitress,
or they migl* work in the kitchen of some enterprise, or in a plant, etc. Boys Q%ﬁdjﬁ%ﬁw’_

w

attend high schools, or they learn a trade.

"Both boys and young'girls join at the age of 17 or 18 the SPD organization (which
is the Arbeitsdienst) but I do not know how long their membersh.p lasts. I do not
know whether one has to Join the SFD or not.

"At the age of 21, men are drafted into military service for a period of two to three
years. If a man is married (when he is drafted), his wife gets no support not even if
they have children, and his wife must go to work. A married woman is not bound to go
to work, but in the majority of cases, her husband earns so little that she goes to

~work in order that the femily may live a little better.

M"However, it might occur that a couple or even a single person does not work. In

that case, the UB, the Militia and even the WOP (in the border zones) gel busy finding
out how the couple or the single person lives (what means of livelihood they have).

In view of the fact that in the Karpac z-Bierutowice areas, many thefts are taking place,
suspicion naturally falls on those people who do not work; in fact, searches are veing
made in their homes and many srrests are taking place. If there is no evidence against
them, naturslly they are set free. _However, it might also occur that thes: people are
arrested for Bumelantswo [ﬁeditionzf. In all events, it is much better to be employed.
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6. ™ivery person in Poland must pay special attention to the fach that he shouwldn't go
too often to places of entertainment (dancing). He should wabch the amount of «
he spends. Civilian-dressed UB agents watch all people and guests in, for ins
a ¢offee house. If a person drinks too much, and in the event he beging talki
about politics, or swearing agalnst the regime, Communi”ts, et Lhen ne ic
frgeﬂom fpr many years. The best thing lS to ﬁeep yaur mouth shub, becsuge even a
neighbor may bctray you. '

D

T. nip a person 13 & hab;tue, that is, 1f he gods ridre 6ftan 0 & coffee house than is
ususl, and in the event he spends guite large suws, then the UE flnds oub who he ks,
where he works, and yhet he earns. In other words, investigation ls wade to fiod
ot whethcr he has made any tnef’cs 3 mhether he hes misapiiropristed Tunds of the
entgrprlse and/or institution Where he is emplo;ad, whethcr he has sowe other privaete
earninbs, whéther he haa gome connections' with Toreign durrency smugslings, or whether
he has purahabed some ‘articles in centrql ‘Poland which he has then brovehi inbo the
region where he resides for sale at & higher prioh It s Porbidden iu Pol
purchase erticles and resell them for & profit ‘This kind of people ars :
speculators and are veryseverely punished if th“J are caught. igvertheless, these
speculators are everywvhere and grow like mushroomg trom uhc uart whon 1t ruoins, oo
meny are there nowsdays in Polan&. '

8. "In Poland people drink & great deal of vodka I have qsked wany of bhem why they deink
so much, Almost on &ll occasions I had the sawe reply: ‘What do we get from this
life? With vodka we forget anything'. Drunkards are seen everyday Lying on the
streets. | If ‘they are cau@ht by the Militda)” they dare cnt to Jail to roup. During
working:hour the use of alcohol is prohiblted, ‘but in upitv of prohi on people
drink. If a nuperv1sor catches a worker drlnhlnp, or in the event he is drunk doring
working hours, the worker gets two warULngco The third time they {*t b nim drinking
or drunk, he is flreda Gt o
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9. "In Poland ¥F 4 farmer purchases a plg frow ancther farmer (let us say
and if they reach an agrecment on the price, then they drink togelher % =

even more, of vodka. Without drinking, business cannot be conducted.
naturally holds true not only for farmers but for all private trinsac

his neighbor},
liter, or

tions.
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10. "In Foland there it an eight-hour day. However, in enterprices such as O ',», this
is not taken into consideration. In this type of institution and/or ent Grpr 50,
workers put im 10, 12 and even 15 houre a day; this iz because in those dnstlibul!
there is always ‘much work to do. Wages are very low, and many of the personnel
go to another enterprloe if they can get better jobs (sSince there is sufficient work
in Polsnd). Overtlme is not paid in these institutions; wheter this holds true for
a1l of Poland I do not know. In the majority of cases, premiums in cmsh are organized
for L May [M@y Ddy?T, which are handed to various workers, and which wight ve ag much:
as 100 and even 15 50 zloty. This takes place as follows. On May Day, many meetings
take place throughout Poland, all enterprices and institutions being closed, and the
personnel must participate in these meetings. At the end of the mass meetings, the
personnel returns to their enterprises, and there the director, vice-dirsctor and
many others make speeches. After the speeches, some of the workers {not all, of
course) are called, and they receive the premium as well as thanks for the work
performed.. They dlSO are urged to increase their production. Some of the workers,
but very few, get an award, the so-called Przodownik I Pracy, which is & red wmedal, and *
which the Polish State issues only to its best workers. 25X1A
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13,

14,

15.

25X1X

YThe daily routine is as follows: Everyone goes to work, and when working hours are
over, theuvérker is free, provided there are no Zebranie (meetings). Meetings take
place 'in the enterprise‘and/or institution, and discussions include almost all kinds

of subjects -=- work, what is needed, what has to be made, why this or that wasn't

yet performed, ete. Everyone is bound to attend these meetings, since a roll call

is taken, If a worker is absent, then he must have an excuse. If the éxcuse is s

very good one, then the case is closed, but in any case, it is strongly emphasized to
an absentee that another abgencé might lead to very unpleasant consequences, since every
absence will be booked and registered in his personnel file. Any worker has his own
pergonal. registry or file, and variouvs things are booked in, i e whether he iz a good

or a bad worker, whether he drinks (for female workers, whether she is slow in her

work, not clean, etc}. In the event a worker leaves an enterprise and finds a Job
in.another institution, he cannot begin work there until his character references ane
sent from the last enterprise to the new one. Whether he is hired or not depends od
his character reference. '

"In the event there is no Zebranie, and one has free time, then in the evening one

.goes to & movie or dancing or visits some friends and spends the evening with them. °

"Men, at least in the locality where I resided, live as follows: they drink, play
cards, have women (and not a few of these) and eventually go dancing. Women do the
following: dance, have men, and drink...Haturally, not all people are like this;

there are exceptions, who live normally and quietly. The latter go to a movie, to

a dance, from time to time take a drink, sometimes do a little flirting and that is
sll. When the season is in full swing, there are many changes. Every 14 days, guests
(of the various rest centers) come pouring in. Life however, is still the same: work...
4 movie is too far away (one hour away from | corscauently I went home..work
and home, like & robot. For the person who knew che really good life in Poland
possible in. the good old times, +there is. now much suffering. Polish morale is
lower than any expectation. The motion pictures which can be seen there are all
Soviet, French and Czech. In the majority of cases, the subjects of these motion
pictures deal with war, or they are propaganda films, with subjects which drive the

ordinary person nuts and get on his nerves. However, if & good film does arrive there,

then it is impossible to see it, for the auditorium is overcrowded and you can't get
& ticket. E
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"Sometimes in Poland, people get married very young. However, these marrisges do not
always last for a long time. Then there are divorces, In Poland only & municipal
merriage 1s velid., Religious weddings are not prohibited and one is free to choose.
However, the religious wedding or marriage has no legal validity, since a woman married
in thie way does not get her husbend's name (surname), One year ago, that is, in

1952, one could still get married only in the Church. Nowadays, a couple can get
married with a religious wedding only efter having been married in a civil service.
Prior to this provision of law being enforced in Poland, many couples, who were already
mayried in the Church (*ut not living together) made a new marriage in a civil court.
The new civil marriage was fully recognized, while the other (religious) one was not .
Couples, married only with the religious rite, are not recognized as married by the
Polish 8tate. If a couple intends to get divorced, and supposing that they have not
lived together for three years, all that is necessary to get a divorce is to produce
two witnesses who will swear that the couple has not been living together for that
length of time. This over, the couple is automatically divorced. :
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